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TRACTS, as 


I the Aſſizes at Maidſtone, on 
Wedneſday, March 9, 1769, 
A between ſeven and eight in the 


Wand? evening, the bill of indictment 


againſt Benjamin Buss and Su- 

SANNAH Lorr, for Petty Treaſon, and 
Murder of Joan Lorr, of Hythe, in Kent, 
huſband of the ſaid Susannan Lorr, was 
| B conſidered 
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conſidered by the Grand Jury; after a de- 
liberation, which laſted an hour and an 
half at leaſt, the bill was found. The 
witneſſes were all examined, with an at- 
tention, impartiality and precifion, which, 
though no -more than the duty of every 
Jury, yet ughly redounds to the honour 
of the collective body in general, and of 
every individual member in particular, 


At ſeven on Thurſday morning the pri- 
ſoners were brought to the bar, and the 
woman (on account of her ſituation) was 
allowed to fit. After the indictment was 
read, it was moved in court, that the 
Trial might be deferred, as an affidavit 
had been received, ſignifying, that Mr. 
Gipp's, ſurgeon, of Hythe, was very ill, 
and unable to appear; this evidence was 
eſteemed very material, as it tended to 
prove, whether or no Benjamin Buſs was 
the man who bought a certain quantity 
of corroſive ſublimate of mercury at Mr. 
Gipps's ſhop. DEER 

His Lordſhip. approved the motion, and 
the Trial was accordingly put off, 

Benjamin Buſs begg'd leave to ſpeak, 
and deſired his trial immediately, declar- 
bah ing 


(3-3 
ing that he had been at great charges, 


and ſuffered much in his health by ſick- 
neſs contracted in the goal. © s 


The Judge told him, that the adjourn- : 


ment of the trial was greatly in his favour, 
and was furpriſed that he ſhould now be 
againſt it, as his council had approv'd the 
motion with his (the priſoner's) conſent ; 
to which Buſs anſwer'd by repeating | his 
requeſt, which his Lordſhip aſſured him 
could not be granted; and the trial was 
poſtponed accordingly. 


His Lordſhip addreſſed Mrs, Lott, and 
inform'd her, that the adjournment was par- 
ticularly ſerviceable to her, both on account 
of her ſituation, and alſo, that as ſhe was 
charg'd with a moſt heinous and tremendous 
offence, ſhe would obtain time ſeriouſly to 
conſider her true ſtate, to prepare for the 


conſequences, and to make her peace with 
60D. 


His Lordſhip then ordered them to the 


place from whence tney came, and pro- 
ceeded to another cauſe, 


An 
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Vn Account of the Examination, and Trial, 
of Benjamin Buſs and Suſannah Lotr, 
which again came on, July 19, 1769 with 
their Behaviour in Court, and at the Place 
of Execution, &c. | 


HE evidence of the witneſſes on the 

crown fide, entirely correſponded with 
the confeſſion which Mrs. Lott had ſigned 
before Mr. Deedes, at Hythe. The proofs, 
though merely circumſtantial, were eſteemed 
concluſive, as the Jury, without any heſita- 
tion, deciared the priſoners guilty. 


Aſter the witneſſes were examined by the . 
eouncil for the crown, and ingenuouſly croſs 
examined by the council for the priſoners, 
the Judge addreſſed himſelf to Buſs, and 
aſked him what he had to ſay in his defence; 
Buſs anſwered that he was entirely innocent 
of the whole, knew nothing of it, and de- 
clared that he was not near the houſe: now, 
he was proved by two witneſſes to have lain 
in the houſe the night of the ſame day on 
which Mr, Lott died early in the anions. > 
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ſo that in all probability, this declaration 
did not operate in the breaſt of the Ju 
reatly to his advantage. His council alſo 

Favieg made an apology for introducing 


affairs of a private nature, which might 


affect perſons entirely free from ſuſpicion of 
any criminal proceedings, called for a wo- 
man to bear teſtimony, that there had been 
a contract of marriage between Buſs and 
herſelf z intending thereby to render dubious 
the ſuppoſed intimacy between the two pri- 
ſoners. But the depoſition of this evidence 
had an effect quite oppoſite to that deſigned 
by the council; for it tended {till farther to 
impeach the integrity of the unhappy pri- 
ſoner. The countenance of Buſs exhibited 
a ſtrong variety of contending paſſions; and 
if there was any appearance of indifference, 
it was by no means continual ; his frequent 
change of poſture, lifting up his eyes, and 
eagerly liſtening to the depoſitions of the 
evidence, amply declaring him moſt nearly 
intereſted in the proceedings. 


Mrs. Lott's countenance was humble and 


dejected, her eyes ſeem'd ſwell'd with con- 
ſtant crying, and appeared as if ſleep had 
been an entire ſtranger to them for ſome 
nights. Her deportment was the ſame as 
when ſhe appeared at the bar the preceding 
allizes ; 
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aſſizes; but her eyes look'd more natural 
and leſs inflam'd then than now; probably 
ſhe might then have had ſome notice of an 
intention to defer the trial; and the infor- 
mation from the Judge at that time, that it 
was a circumſtance in her favour might 
have drawn a bcam of hope on her face, 
which certainly had by no means the marks 
or expreſſions of a flagitious mind. Her 
child's being brought to her in court, was a 
moving object ; but her behaviour and la- 
mentations over the poor babe, after ſentence 
had been paſs'd on her, would have drawn 


tears from a ſtateſman, 


On Friday, about twenty minutes before 
twelve of clock at noon, the unhappy pri- 
ſoners were taken from the goal, in order to 
be executed purſuant to their ſentence. 
Buſs, dreſſed in black, was carried in a wag- 
gon drawn by four horſes, and attended by 
two or three ſheriff *s officers.----Mrs. Lott, 
dreſſed in a ſuit of mourning ſhe had for 
her huſband, immediately followed, on an 
hurdle drawn by four hories. In this man- 
ner they proceeded till they came to the place 


of execution, when Buſs, after joining in 


prayer with the clergyman, was hanged on 
a gallows about one hundred yards from the 
place where Mrs, Lott was to be executed. 

When 


l 


When he had hanged about fifteen minutes, 
the officers thus proceeded to execute ſen- 
tence on Mrs, Lot: 


A poſt, about ſeven feet high, was fix d 
in the ground; it had a peg near the cop, to 
which Mrs. Lott, ſtanding on a ſtool, was 
faſtened by the neck, when the ſtool being 
taken away, ſhe hung about a quarter of an 
hour till ſne was quite dead: a chain was then 
turn'd round her body, and properly faſten'd 
by ſtaples to the poſt, when a large quantity 
of faggots being plac'd round her, and ſet 
on fire, the body was conſum'd to aſhes. 
She was very ſenſible of her crime, and died 
entirely penitent. The man did not betray 
any remarkable concern for his approaching 
end. It is computed there were about five 
thouſand perfons attending the execution. 
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Particulars relative to the Poiſoning of Mr. 
Lott, with Obſervations, 8&c. 


RS. LOTT, the unhappy crimi- 
nal, was ſervant to the deceaſed Mr. 


Lott, who was a Grazier and Butcher at 
Hythe. He became extremely fond of her, 
and often preſſed her to marry him; ſhe 
at laſt conſented. After Mr. Lott had 
ained her conſent, that it might not be 
Fg he married his maid ſervant, he diſ- 
miſſed her from his ſervice, and ſent her 
to one of her relations in the country, where 
ſhe contracted an acquaintance with Buſs. If 
ſo, Buſs was not acquainted with her till af- 
ter her promiſe ; but unhappily, time enough 
to contrive this horrid ſcheme, It was ſup- 
ſed ſhe never would have married Mr. 
Low, if Buſs. had not adviſed her to it, in 
hopes of fingering his money. However, 
married they were, and Buſs was invited by 
Mr. Lott to the wedding. Buſs ſaid he 
was ill, and laid on a bed; and Mrs. Lott, 
though a bride, went up and talked to him 
at the bed-ſide; and this was a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption, 


E 


ſumption, of an improper connection be- 
tween them. . 


Buſs was ſuppoſed by the court, to have 
been the perſon, who bought two ounces 
of Corroſive Sublimate at Mr. Gibbs's ſhop, 
on the morning of that Wedneſday on which 
the deceaſed and the two criminals ſtopped 
at Burmaſh; the perſon who bought the 
Sublimate aſked, if there was ſufficient to 

iſon a man. He alſo objected to the writ- 

ning the word Poiſon on the parcels. Within 
| a day or two after their marriage, the de- 
ceaſed, with Mrs. Lott and Buſs went to 
Burmaſh on horſeback ; Mr. Lott diſmounted * 
to mend a bridle, went into the public houſe, 
and at their deſire, ordered ſome milk bum- 
bo; which was conſidered as a convenient 
vehicle to adminiſter the poiſon in. Buſs in 
his abſence, according to Mrs. Lott's con- 
feſſion and the concurrence of circumſtances, 
was ſuppoſed to have conveyed the poiſon 
into the mug. Buſs and Mrs. Lott fart on 
horſeback, and each of them were ſeen to 
drink, and ſent or gave the mug to Mr. 
Lott; he drank, and ſaid it was bitter and 
hot, and had a very bad taſte. The good 
woman of the houſe was quite concerned 
to think, that Mr. Lott, to whom ſhe had 
always given ſatisfaction, ſhould be diſpleaſed, 
C | as 
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as ſhe was ſure her ingredients were good; 
after they were gone ſhe taſted of what re- 
mained in the pot; ſhe ſaid it taſted oddly, 
but could not be particular as to the kind of 
taſte, for ſhe did not ſwallow any : She called 
her daughter-in-law, who ſwallowed a tea- 
ſpoonful of it, ſoon after which ſhe was 
ſick, and vomited; ſhe threw it a way, and 
ſaid there was a ſediment at the bottom like 
paint. On Mr. Lotr's finding fault with the 
liquor, Mrs. Lott ſaid the marſh water is 
not ſo good as ours, therefore it is no won- 
der you ſhould diſlike the liquor; her making 
any excuſe, and more eſpecially one ſo fri- 
volous, ſeemed ſuſpicious. Mr. Lott was 
taken ill on his journey to Bonington, was 
ſick and vomited; they all drank tea toge- 
ther at this place,. where they parted. Mr. 
Mr. Lott's drinking tea then, was judged 
to have been of ſervice, either to have en- 
couraged hrs caſting, or to have diminiſhed 
the violence of the action of the ſublimate, 
on his ſtomach and bowels : He would cer- 
tainly have recovered from the firſt doſe, as 
he vomited ſo ſoon after it; and was pretty 
well next day: Soon after he was ill again; 
he kept about houſe, but was ill, and com- 
plained of his ſtomach and bowels; he 
toon had a ſpitting, attended with a ſoreneſs 
of his mouth and gums. During the pro- 
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greſs of his diſorder he had a bloody faliva- 
tion. His recovering a little by the appli- 
cation of remedies, after which his ſudden 
and unaccountable relapſe, raiſed a ſtron 
ſuſpicion, that he had frequent doſes of this 
moſt inveterate drug, in a liquid, which 
might have been = to Mrs. Lott in a phial, 
which Buſs gave her; or ſhe might have diſ- 
ſolved ſome Sublimate in ſome convenient 
liquor, giying it him in moſt things he took, 
as ſhe, during his illneſs, gave him almoſt 
every thing he drank ; he died in nine or ten 
days from the giving him the firſt doſe at 
Burmaſh. | 


Mrs. Lott's behaviour at Canterbury was 
approved of ; and at Maidſtone, during her 
confinement, which was upwards of four 
months, ſhe behaved in a manner becoming 
her unhappy ſituation, She confeſſed, that 
ſhe was very unwilling to marry Mr. Lott, 
till ſhe was perſuaded by Buſs; ſoon after 
ſhe had been prevailed upon to marry Lott, 
he opened the dreadful project; which at firſt 
ſhe rejected with horror, but on his often en- 
treating her ſhe conſented; and at Burmaſh, 
with HER knowledge, Buſs gave him the 
firſt doſe, the effects of which were ſo vio- 
lent to Mr. Lott, as to alarm her much. But 
her inſtigator came afterwards to her —_— 
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and gave her a phial. [In her confeſſion at 
Hythe, ſhe takes notice of this; the neceſ- 
ſary was ſearched, and a phial found with the 
cork out; fo that the firſt contents of the 
phial could not be diſcovered; What the 
phial contained might have been uſed, be- 
fore it was thrown away.] Buſs (till inſiſted 
on her repeating the doſe, telling her it would 
never be diſcovered; ſo ſhe repeated the doſe 


two or three times. She expreſſed her ſor- 


row that ſhe did not plead guilty at her 
trial, and ſaid, if ſhe had been acquitted, 
ſhe ſhould have never known peace. With 
regard to her child, ſhe ſolemnly declared it 
to be Mr. Lotr's ; and that Buſs had never 
any criminal correſpondence with her, ex- 


cept that moſt abominable one of plotting her 
huſband's death. | | | 


The frequent viſits of Buſs to Mrs. Lott, 
at Hythe during Mr. Lott's illneſs, and after 
his death, were eſteemed preſumptive of an 
improper correſpondence between them, 
Buſs toon after his return to Rolverden, in 
converſation with an acquaintance, offered a 
wager of ten pounds to one, that Mr. Lott 
did not live a week : His foretelling the death 
of a perſon, who was juſt married, at which 
time he vas apparently in good health, was 
yery ſv{p:cious ; it was unagined, that his 
| knowledge 


6 
knowledge of what had been done at Bur- 
maſh, and what was to be done in his ab- 
ſence by the wife at Hythe, gave him au- 
thority to wager on his death. The acquaint- 


ance, there mentioned, depoſed to this cir- 
cumſtance in court. | 


After Mr. Lott's death, Buſs, in the houſe 
of the deceaſed, behaved very roughly to 
the executors, telling them, that they ex- 
ceeded their authority in the diſpoſal of Mr. 
Lott's effects, and that he would ſee the wi- 
dow righted. | 


On his being conveyed to Maidſtone Goal, 
he endeavoured to make his eſcape, which 
endeavour in a felon, always makes greatly 
againſt him. : 


The demeanor of Buſs, during his con- 
finement, which was eleyen months, was 
very ſpirited ; he wondered that Mrs Lott 
ſhould accuſe him, and denied that he had an 
hand in it. But happening to be ſeized with 
the goal fever, he ſaid he believed he was 
going to be light-headed, and deſired a Par- 
ion might come to him, fearing he ſhould 
burn in Hell; he then confeſſed, that he 
had fetched the poiſon; and attempted to 
ſay the Lord's Prayer; but when he recover- 
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ed from his illneſs, he retracted every thing 
he had ſaid. After ſentence, the Miniſter 
adviſed him to confeſs the fact: he ſaid, he 
had made His confeſſion to God, and thought 
his confeſſion to man would avail nothing; 
but that he would not die with a lie in his 


mouth, 


When he care to the final ſpot, after the 
Miniſter had done praying with him, ſtand- 
ing on the board with the halter round his 
neck, he addreſſed the people, and prayed 
to God to bleſs them all: Being aſked if he 
acknowledged the juſtice of his ſentence, he 
anſwered, I do, I do, and was turned off 
directly. | 
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The following is a Prayer, which 
was wrote by his own Requeſt, 
and was often repeated by him 


before his Death. 


O H! bleſſed and Almighty GOD, caſt 
down an eye of pity and compaſſion 
on an unhappy and unworthy object, now 
doom'd in a few hours to appear before thy 
tremendous throne, to anſwer for my actions 
during this my temporal ſtate of probation. 
Therefore Lord Almighty, permit thy Holy 
Spirit (thro* the merits and ſufferings of thy 
Bleſſed Son, my Redeemer) to afford a 
wretched and diſtreſſed Being, the work of 
thy Divine Hands, at preſent overwhelmed 
with guilt, ſorrow, ſhame, and remorſe, the 
comfortable hope of Mercy. I confeſs my 
crimes, O Lord, and am ſorry for my paſt 
offences; in particular, for that horrid deed 
for which I am now going to ſuffer. Oh! 

Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed God pardon my paſt vile actions; 
Oh! Bleſſed Saviour, reclaim the price of thy 
own moſt precious blood; and Oh ! Holy 
Spirit, 1nſpire me with ſentiments conformable 
to my preſent wretched ſituation. Oh! Bleſ- 
ſed Lord now ſtretch forth thy hand of mer- 
cy, or my unhappy ſoul is loſt to all eternity. 
Favour my petition O Lord, and receive that 
ſpirit 1 humbly reign to thy Almighty 
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